Columbia-Pacific Region National Heritage Area 
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The powerful Pacific Ocean meets the mighty Columbia River, and a unique confluence of American history unfolds. The broad, fog shrouded, elusive and dangerous Columbia River entrance yielded to 18th Century maritime and continental explorers after disappointed discoverers failed in their attempt to locate the fabled Northwest Passage. Eventually, uncovered traders sought refuge within the river’s mouth and began trading with the ancient resident Chinook with goods from Boston, Europe for food and furs. Over 200 years of modern industry followed with the heritage of the past still a part of the fabric of the coastal communities in the Columbia-Pacific Region.
Trade at the Mouth of the Columbia River

· The Chinook Indians developed a Pacific Northwest trading economy over thousands of years
· Heceta, Bering, Drake and Cook searched in vain for the Northwest Passage
· Robert Gray crosses the bar in 1792 and enters the river, naming it in honor of his ship, the “Columbia Rediviva” and claims the land as US territory
· Vancouver also enters the Columbia in 1792 claiming possession of both banks for Great Britain creating international tensions that would remain unresolved for decades
· International trade opens as Yankee and European sailing ships seek fur trading opportunities with the Chinook Indians.
· Trade ships arrive from Europe, eastern US ports as they make the Golden Round to China and then return to their home ports.
Exploration and Western Settlement

· The Lewis and Clark Expedition arrives at the Pacific Ocean in the fall of 1805 and winters over at Fort Clatsop
· The legacy of the Expedition is commemorated in the new Lewis and Clark National Historical Park
· John Jacob Astor invests in the first permanent Pacific settlement known as “Astoria” 
· At the outbreak of the War of 1812 the Hudson’s Bay Company buys Astoria, which becomes “Fort George.”  Astoria is not returned to America until 1828 (check date).
· After more than 50 years of contentious British and American ownership, possession is resolved and the Columbia becomes undisputed United States territory in 1846
Homeland Defense

· Natural geography provided a homeland defense for Native Americans on both banks of the Columbia River.
· At the start of the Civil War the United States Army follows the example of the native Americans and constructs forts and coastal defenses at the mouth of the Columbia.
· Fort Stevens, Fort Canby, Fort Columbia remain in continous operation guarding the Columbia River entrance through WWII
· The Port of Astoria and Tongue Point serve as the dock yards for commissioning hundreds of warships during WWII

· Today, the Department of Homeland Security’s United States Coast Guard has taken over the responsibility of sentinals of the Columbia River.  Their primary bases of operation are from Cape Disappointment, Airstation Astoria and Port of Astoria.
Graveyard of the Pacific

· The confluence of the Columbia River and Pacific Ocean has become known as the “Graveyard of the Pacific”
· Hundreds of ships lay wrecked at the entrance and along the nearby coast

· In order to further trade and commerce the United States has worked for nearly 150 years to make navigation of the Columbia River safe for mariners.
· 2006 marks the 150 anniversary of the Cape Disappointment Lighthouse and the 125 anniversary of the United States Coast Guard.
· The United States Coast Guard established the Cape Disappointment Motor Lifeboat school to train Surfman for duty around the United States.  This duty station is considered the roughest waters in which the Coast Guard routinely operates. 
· United States Coast Guard Group Astoria includes Cape Disappointment Lifeboat Station, Cape Disappointment Motor Lifeboat School, Airstation Astoria, Tongue Point Aid to Navigation Station, and Astoria serves as the home port for 2 cutters the Steadfast and the Alert.
Natural Resources and Industry
· For thousands of years the economy of the region has been based upon the abundance of natural resources.  

· Native Americans had a rich and complex society (even compared to today’s standards) based upon trade and the use of natural resources.

· The region was explored and settled by Americans and Europeans seeking economic opportunities based upon the use of the local resources.

· Trade initially focused on harvesting of furs which where then traded with China.

· Large socio-economic development began in the 1840’s based upon the salmon fisheries and canneries.  This industry continues and plays a dominate role in the culture of the region.

· In the 1880’s large scale timber harvesting began.  This industry, combined with creation of forest products, continues and plays a dominate role in the culture of the region.

· In 1850’s commercial tourism started as residents from Portland and Willamette Valley traveled to coastal communities for vacation.  This industry continues and plays a dominate role in the culture of the region.
Honoring the Past, the Present and the Future

· A  Columbia-Pacific National Heritage Area Feasibility Study is proposed
